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Why does Personal Branding Matter? What make you stand out in a crowd? 

 

The idea behind personal branding is HOW do you want to see you if you not in the room?  Your personal brand will speak 

volumes for you when you can’t.  It’s so important to project a true and authentic version of yourself that leaves an everlasting 

impression on all the people you engage with. 

 

I have been on a journey since 2019 understanding and learning what this means to me as an individual.  I was fortunate to 

attend a course on Foundation Peak Performance through my company and one of the topics from this course was Personal 

Mastery. Understanding WHAT you stand for and WHY and HOW does that reflect on you?  They are all inter linked in some 

way.   

 

I’ve been looking at my core purpose - the reason I do what I do, the reason I love who I am and how do I build my own 

personal brand around these learnings?  It’s a continuous work in progress and I’ve realized it’s not a 1 size fits all. Building 

on my brand as I develop and change in my role, help me develop and I must have a vision at the forefront of my mind, to 

ensure that I am living my values that I set out for myself. 

 

These values are living with Intent and Purpose, treating people with Respect, and dealing with all tasks with Drive and 

Urgency.   

 

How do those values fall into branding you may ask? Well in a nutshell you need to identify where you want to be and how 

do you want to get there.  But before you do all that planning, WHY do you want to be there? What is your purpose?  From 

this structure you can build a platform to showcase your skills, build an online professional presence giving you the upper 

edge on a LinkedIn type platform for example.  Getting yourself recognized in a business environment is instrumental in 

showcasing yourself. Building this online presence, you must take control of your own image, creating confidence and 

creating a footprint that is unique to you and you alone! 

 

Building your brand also allows you to take clear direction of where you are as an individual, where would you like to go and 

allows you to take deliberate action to get there.  The process is lifelong investment without question and requires you to 

invest time into yourself to be AWESOME! Something that all too often is put on the back burner saying, “I’ll get to that when 

I have time”.  The Time is now!  You are representative of your Executive Office and a representative of the PA profession.  

All eyes are on you, make your mark and make it count. 

 

In the Professional Assistant world, time is often something that personally we don’t allow for ourselves.  Our time is filled up 

with sorting out others time and supporting other people so they can benefit and invest in themselves to be all they can be, 

with very little thought left for us to do same. It’s so important to close this loop and build yourself so that you showcase your 

strength.  

 

I have a formula that I am following: 

Personal Brand + Personal Mastery = Authentic Self 

 

By focusing on the 2 main items, it becomes fundamental to the success of creating WHO I am and WHY I exist. Your brand 

is all about you, choose wisely how to showcase it.  Have people that you trust in your workplace and personal space that 

will hold you accountable your values.  

 

You were born to stand out so why don’t you? 

 

Leigh-Ann Smith 

Platinum Assistant of the Year Excellence Award Winner 2021 


